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What is FGM?
FGM involves cutting, and sometimes sewing the girl’s genitalia, normally without
anaesthetic, and can take place at any time from birth onwards. It is sometimes
referred to as ‘female circumcision’ but this misnomer belies the invasive and
irreversible nature of the procedure. It is now more correctly termed female genital
mutilation.
The procedure has a cultural, rather than religious, origin and is practised by
disparate ethnic communities in many countries, including Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan,
Egypt, Nigeria, India, Pakistan, Yemen and Iraq.
Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003
The Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 makes it a criminal offence, not only to
carry out FGM in England, Scotland and Wales on a girl who is a UK national or
permanent resident but also to take a girl out of the UK to have FGM performed
abroad, even to countries where FGM is still legal.
Signs of FGM
The indicators of FGM may initially mirror those of sexual abuse. You may notice, for
example, that a girl or young woman shows signs of pain or discomfort, needs to
visit the toilet constantly, has vaginal blood loss or is unable to sit comfortably. She
may make excuses to avoid PE and other physical activity or refuse to use the
school showers. She may also become evasive or fearful if you enquire if she is
unwell, and assure you that she is fine when she clearly is not. If she is a BME (Black
and minority ethnic) child, has recently arrived back from a ‘holiday’ abroad or a
period of absence from school, seems to be in pain and has not been taken by her
family to see a doctor, you should consider FGM, alongside other possible
explanations.
Reporting suspected cases of FGM
Any suspected cases of FGM will be reported to the Child Protection Assessment
Team as per the schools safeguarding policy.

Multi-Agency Practice Guidelines: FGM https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/380
125/MultiAgencyPracticeGuidelinesNov14.pdf

